
 
 

"When children are interested in a subject they tend to spend a long 

time studying it, or in other words, trying to find their own 

experience…." Maria Montessori 
 

In 2017, Mitchelton State High School (MSHS), made the bold move to open a Montessori Adolescent 

Programme (MAP) starting with one year 7/8/9 composite class. The Montessori Programme was originally a 

Junior High School programme only, overseen by the Junior School Deputy Principal. The decision to open a 

MAP was driven in most part by an identified community need. One of MSHS feeder schools had successfully 

run a Montessori programme for many years despite the lack of public Montessori alternatives for High School. 

The Montessori classroom provides a safe and supportive space for students as they move from the concrete 

instruction of primary school to more abstract ways of thinking. Montessori considers the student’s age and 

level of development ensuring appropriate levels of challenge. We currently operate two multi-age 

classrooms (year 7- 9) capped at 25 students each class, who complete the core learning areas: Maths, 

Science, English and Humanities with the Montessori teaching staff. The class has been extended to year 10 

on a case by case basis. Senior pathways that complement the school’s Mainstream, Flexi and Vocational 

Education and Training (VET) are being developed to offer the community more choice. 
 

The Montessori Adolescent Programme is aligned to the Australian Curriculum Achievement Standards with 

the Montessori principles of choice, autonomy, curiosity and independence underpinning the way learning 

occurs. To accommodate the different levels of achievement across the three-year levels, units are 

thematically designed with opportunities for extension, support and individual inquiry built-in. Over the course 

of three years, students are exposed to the Australian Curriculum Content Descriptors across each of the 

strands in each of the subject areas. Students demonstrate their knowledge and skills through a range of 

assessment methods including summative, formative, diagnostic and standardised assessments. Assessment 

conditions adopt many of the principles of Montessori whilst also creating exposure to the type of conditions 

required in the Senior Phase of learning, e.g. examinations, NAPLAN etc. 
 

The class is inclusive and attracts diverse students. Their skills, knowledge and abilities are catered to via choice 

and differentiation. We attract many gifted and talented students; students who have English as a second 

language; students with disabilities; long term home-schoolers and more, many of whom are exceptionally 

creative and artistic young people. The range of diversity in the class has only increased through the years. 

While we have students entering year 7 through the local primary schools, we also attract students through 

word of mouth.  
 

Students access spaces within the school for practical lessons in Science and Horticulture. Working with the 

‘Living Classroom’ programme the class has developed plans and models to develop the outside of Q block. 

Vegetable gardens and outdoor learning spaces have been designed and built by students and will continue 

to be developed over time. By engaging students in real work, they connect with community, develop a 

sense of ownership of the space and take responsibility for their place in the school.  
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